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belonging to our movement and our cause, and he sat
with us, talked with us, listened to our statements and
made his suggestions as only one who thoroughly iden-
tified himself with our movement could possibly do. A
wonderfully shrewd counsellor he always was. He
seemed thoroughly to understand the tendencies and
the influences of parties and movements within the
House of Commons, could estimate the value of this or
that suggested alliance or association, and appeared
well able to judge of the sincerity, the influence, and
the strength of public men. Down to the very close of
his days he was consulted by me and by many other
Irish Nationalist members of Parliament on subjects the
most intimately connected with our organisation, its
objects, and its chances of success. All this went on at
a .time when, as everybody knows, most of the great
English Catholic nobles were decidedly opposed to our
Home Rule movement, and when the English Catholic
nobles, like the Marquis of Ripon and Lord Acton, who
sympathised with us and supported us, were few indeed.
There was something cheering in the very sound of his
voice. Even when the times seemed darkest it was
apparently part of his temperament to look for and to
see the light ahead. It seems almost needless to say
that his was always a moderating influence, that he dis-
couraged all vehemence of utterance, that he set himself
against pessimistic tendencies, and did his best to make
the agitation for Home Rule as becoming in its manner
and its methods as it was rightful in its claims.

I have often wondered how Cardinal Manning found
time to attend to all the work which he voluntarily
imposed upon himself, yet he never seemed to have the
slightest inclination to shelter himself from increasing
claims by the reasonable plea of increasing work. I
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